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Abstract: The growing global influence of the United States and the promotion of the dollar as a hegemonic force after the
Second World War have drawn sharp criticism from neo-Marxist thinkers. Although many colonies gained political
independence by the mid-twentieth century, the persistence of acute poverty and the lack of financial infrastructure raised
critical questions about the reality of this autonomy. Former colonies often remained economically and commercially reliant
on their ex-colonial powers through capital systems and neo-colonial intermediaries. Critics have thus questioned the
performative nature of sovereignty, interpreting postcolonialism as a reconfigured form of colonialismnamely,
neo-colonialism. Issues such as economic dependency, debt traps, neo-capitalism, and internal colonization continue to
obstruct genuine emancipation and liberation. This paper explores how Badal Sircar’s Third Theatre confronts these
lingering colonial structures in postcolonial India by employing a decolonial theatrical approach. Through an analysis of
Indian History Made Easy and Bhoma, the study examines how Sircar’s dramaturgy critiques neo-colonial capitalism,
internal colonization, and bourgeois complicity, while advocating for collective resistance grounded in subaltern memory and

material suffering.
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