Volume 2, Issue 2, 2025

Intuitions & Insights

An Interdisciplinary Research Journal
ISSN: 3048-6793

The Role of Women in Swami Vivekananda’s Social Philosophy

Writtick Bhattacharya

Department of Philosophy, Kabi Jagadram Roy Government General Degree College, Mejia, Bankura, India

Email: writtickbhattacharya@gmail.com

Abstract: Swami Vivekananda was a philosopher, social reformer, and humanist who deeply thought about the dignity,
empowerment, and social status of women. In his view, a woman was the perfect manifestation of creation and held in the
highest dignity as a mother. He believed that a nation can progress only when its women are given equal opportunities and
respect. According to him, women should be liberated from slavery and guided on the path of education, self-confidence, and
self-reliance. ""Without the emancipation of women, the emancipation of society is impossible.” Swami Vivekananda
emphasized the education of women. He believed that education was the key to women's progress. However, this education
should be focused on lifelong and spiritual development, which will make women not only educated but also characterful and
confident. In his thought, the dignity of women was intact from religious, moral, and human points of view. He used to say,
"Woman is the embodiment of power; ignoring her means insulting humanity." Although he admired the Western concept of
women's liberation, he was in favour of walking the path of women's development in line with Indian cultural values. His
idea of women had an eternal balance—a combination of freedom and responsibility, modernity and tradition. This
progressive vision of Swami Vivekananda is still a source of inspiration in the struggle for women's rights, women's
empowerment, and equality. His words and thoughts carry the message of respect, recognition of women, and the overall
progress of society.
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