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Abstract: Urban governance in India has undergone significant reforms since the enactment of the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act (CAA), 1992, which mandated decentralized governance through municipalities. Ward Committees were
introduced as an essential mechanism to empower citizens in municipal decision-making. Ward Committees (WCs) serve as
decentralized governance bodies intended to enhance citizen participation, accountability, and efficient service delivery in
urban local governance. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) of 2005 emphasized strengthening local
governance structures to promote participatory democracy. This paper explores the objectives, functioning, and challenges of
Ward Committees through the lenses of The Second Administrative Reforms Commission and its recommendations in the

Sixth report.
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1. Introduction

Urban governance in India has evolved significantly since independence, shaped by the country's
rapid urbanization and the need for responsive local institutions. Traditionally, urban local
governance was centralized, with state governments directly managing urban services and planning.
However, this top-down approach often resulted in inefficiencies, lack of accountability, and limited
citizen participation.

A major turning point came with the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992, which
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